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Local Government and Communities Committee 

Call for Views on the Period Products (Free Provision) (Scotland) Bill 

Submission from Stonewall Scotland 

 

General Principles 

1. Stonewall Scotland supports that the Period Products (Free Provision) (Scotland) 

Bill aims to ensure that “all who menstruate are able to access period products, at 

no cost, as and when they are required”.  As with other communities, LGBT people 

(including lesbians, bi women, trans men and non-binary people) can also be 

affected by period poverty. 

 

2. We warmly welcome the recognition within the Bill that trans men and non-binary 

people who menstruate can also be affected by period poverty, and the Bill’s 

intention to make period products freely available on a universal basis to all those 

who menstruate, regardless of gender. 

The Period Products Scheme 

3. Stonewall Scotland supports that the ‘period products scheme’ will enable all those 

who require period products, regardless of gender, to request and access them 

free of charge. 

 

4. We recognise the intention behind requiring those obtaining period products 

through the scheme to provide sufficient proof of identity, in order to protect the 

scheme from abuse.  However, we have concerns that menstruating trans men 

and non-binary people could be inadvertently affected by this, either being deterred 

from accessing the scheme by the need to reveal their trans status or potentially 

being discriminated against when opting-in on the basis of their name or gender.   

 

5. This procedure could therefore contradict with the intended positive impacts of the 

Bill on menstruating trans people, as referenced in the Policy Memorandum: “The 

Bill could also increase the safety of menstruating trans people by decreasing 

instances where they might experience discrimination or misunderstanding when 

trying to access period products.”  We would therefore prefer an approach which 

does not require personal registration, or limits the personal information required 

to be supplied. 

 

6. Additionally, we would like to seek assurances that the personal information of 

those who have opted-in to the scheme will be kept private and confidential, in 

compliance with relevant data protection legislation. Trans men and non-binary 



LGC/S5/19/PPFP/38 
 

2 
 

people could be discouraged from applying for the scheme if information collected 

could inadvertently reveal their trans status. 

 

7. We recognise that some trans people who menstruate may prefer to have period 

products delivered, rather than collect them in person, to ensure they can use the 

scheme with as much privacy as possible.  In our view, provisions for delivery of 

products should be accessible to all those who require the service, free of charge.  

Provisions for Pupils, Students and Others 

8. Stonewall Scotland supports that the Bill will mandate education providers to make 

period products available free of charge for pupils and students who require them. 

 

9. However, we have concerns regarding how the Bill outlines that education 

providers are to do so – by providing the products in each “appropriate toilet” within 

the premises.  As defined in section 10(3) of the Bill, this refers to “toilets other than 

those designated or intended for use only by male persons”. 

 

10. While “appropriate toilets” includes gender-neutral toilets, we recognise that not all 

education providers will have gender-neutral toilets on the premises.  If trans boys, 

trans men and non-binary people were not be unable to access period products, 

and disposal facilities in male or gender-neutral toilets, this could be in 

contradiction with the aims of the Bill for all those who menstruate to access period 

products as and when they are required. 

 

11. If it was not possible for a smaller number of products to be made available in some 

male toilets, we would like to explore these products being made available 

elsewhere on the premises by the education provider.  This would help ensure 

equity of access for menstruating trans people.  Additionally, we would support this 

principle being applied in relation to other public service bodies that Scottish 

Ministers decide to place duties upon. 

Publicising Availability of Period Products 

12. Stonewall Scotland supports the Bill’s provisions for Scottish Ministers informing 

the public of the availability of period products as part of the scheme, and we would 

encourage education providers and other public service bodies obliged under the 

Act to also communicate how, where and when people can obtain period products 

on their premises. 

 

13. In addition, clear signage about what products and facilities can be found in which 

toilets, and wider communication around this, will be particularly beneficial for trans 

people accessing facilities in educational institutes and public services. 


